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20 世纪 50 年代以来，随着第一次印度支那战争的结束和 1954 年日内瓦协议的签订，
越南分裂为南、北两方，形成对峙局面。在南方，以吴庭艳家族为核心的反法民族主义集团
在美国的支持下迅速崛起，建立了“越南共和国”，并展开了具有现代化色彩的社会改革。






































































This dissertation looks at the Ngo Dinh Diem regime of South Vietnam, focusing on the 
transmutation of interaction between the powers of state and society during the governance of Ngo 
Dinh Diem in the 20th century and investigating the reasons for the deterioration of the relations 
between the regime of Ngo Dinh Diem and South Vietnam society. It also addresses how the 
conflict developed and promoted in both sides from agreement to confrontation. It carries out a 
detailed study on the differentiation and development at the micro level on the basis of a number 
of first-hand data.  
With the end of the First Indochina War in the 1950s and the Geneva Accords in 1954, Vietnam 
was divided into the South and the North. In the South, with the support from U.S., Ngo Dinh 
Diem family grew rapidly and established the Republic of Vietnam. However, Ngo Dinh Diem 
regime was in power only for 8 years and ultimately collapsed due to the social movements. The 
investigation is based on the relation between the state power and society and also combines with 
the society reality and international environment. Specifically, the study is based on the 
assumption, which is “conflict is the normal state of the interaction between state and society” and 
analyzes the reason and origin of the conflict between Ngo Dinh Diem regime and South Vietnam 
from three dimensions, which are politics, economics and culture, in order to answer the following 
questions: 
At the beginning of Ngo Dinh Diem Group’s ruling, what is the real state of the comparison 
between the power of state and society in South Vietnam? 
The next question is: Whether can we find the crux of the deterioration of the relations between 
the state and society from the conflict between Ngo Dinh Diem regime and South Vietnam society? 
If the crux pre-exists in the interaction between state and society, what factors determines its 
development? 
A further question is: What lessons and inspiration can we draw from the destruction of Ngo 
Dinh Diem regime?  
This dissertation is divided into five chapters with a summary. 
The first chapter illustrates the problem, research plan, theories, methods and research 
significance. It also defines and illustrates the concepts and terminology used in this dissertation, 
and makes a review of the academic history and the state of art in the related fields. 
The second chapter provides an overview of the modern history of Vietnam. The first section is 
mainly a brief analysis of the formation of the Vietnam territory and the resulting cultural conflict 
and its transmutation. It also summarizes the political situation in South Vietnam in the late 19th 
century to 1975. Section 2 is based on the analysis of Section 1 and describes South Vietnam's 
socio-economic and class differentiation in the French colonialism period from a micro level, 
pointing out that the imbalance between the powers of society and state pre-exists in South 
Vietnam society, which become the crux of the later deterioration of Ngo Dinh Diem regime. 
The third chapter mainly discusses the process from the uniform to separation between the 
regime of Ngo Dinh Diem and South Vietnam society. At the level of state, it explores the political 
basis, nature and characteristics of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime and points out that the governance 















analyzes the living conditions, the differences in resistance psychology and resistance behaviors of 
various classes in South Vietnam, focusing on analyzing the protest movements in the groups of 
the peasantry, civilians, intelligentsia, Buddhists and its effect on the transformation of South 
Vietnam authorities. It reveals that how the imbalance of powers of society and state broke down 
South Vietnam society in the mode of centralized governance and initiates regime change. 
The fourth chapter mainly describes the paradigm function of the centralized mode of Ngo Dinh 
Diem regime to the following ruling groups and the development characteristics and trends of 
South Vietnam social movements in the fall of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime, which reveals the 
influence of the deterioration of the interaction between state and society to the Post-Ngo Dinh 
Diem era society. 
Chapter 5 is to explain the main reasons for the destruction of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime from 
both perspectives, which are the relationship between state and society, the relationship between 
institutions of the state and society. It also analyzes the approach and mechanism to build good 
interactions between the state and society. 
So far there is no systematical study on the Ngo Dinh Diem regime in the framework of the 
interaction between state and society, and therefore this dissertation is to make a contribution to 
this subject.  
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